Wisdom and Destiny

you pray for each day: I have riches,
and youth, and health; I have glory, and
power, and love; and if to-day I ani
truly able to call myself happy, it is not
on account of the gifts that fortune has
deigned to accord me, but because I have
learned from these gifts to fix my eyes
far above happiness. If my marvellous
travels and victories, my strength and my
love, have brought me the peace and the
gladness I sought, it is only because they
have taught me that it is not in them
that the veritable gladness and peace can
be found. It was in myself they existed,
before all these triumphs; and still in
myself are they now, after all my achieve-
ment; and I know full well that had but
a little more wisdom been mine, I might
have enjoyed all I now enjoy without the
aid of so much good fortune. I know
that to-day I am happier still than I was
yesterday, because I have learned at last
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